
 
 
The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time  Lexile 1180 by Mark Haddon 
Despite his overwhelming fear of interacting with people, Christopher, a mathematically-gifted, autistic fifteen-
year-old boy, decides to investigate the murder of a neighbor's dog and uncovers secret information about his 
mother. 
 
To Kill a Mockingbird Lexile 870     by Harper Lee 
Scout Finch, daughter of the town lawyer, likes to spend her summers building treehouses, swimming, and 
catching lightning bugs with her big brother Jem. But one summer, when a black man is accused of raping a 
white woman, Scout's carefree days come to an end. In the county courtroom, she will join her father in a 
desperate battle against ignorance and prejudice. 
 
The Great Gatsby  Lexile 1070     by F. Scott Fitzgerald 
Midwest native Nick Carraway arrives in 1922 New York in search of the American dream. Nick, a would-be 
writer, moves in next-door to millionaire Jay Gatsby and across the bay from his cousin Daisy and her 
philandering husband, Tom. Thus, Nick becomes drawn into the captivating world of the wealthy and - as he 
bears witness to their illusions and deceits - pens a tale of impossible love, dreams, and tragedy. 
 
Lord of the Flies  Lexile 770     by William Golding 
The classic study of human nature which depicts the degeneration of a group of schoolboys marooned on a 
desert island. 
 
Fahrenheit 451  Lexile 890     by Ray Bradbury 
A totalitarian regime has ordered all books to be destroyed, but one of the book burners suddenly realizes their 
merit. 
 
The Odyssey   Lexile      by Homer 
The Greek classic describes the wanderings of Odysseus after the fall of Troy. 
 
Brave New World  Lexile 870     by Aldous Huxley 
Cloning, feel-good drugs, anti-aging programs, and total social control through politics, programming and 
media--has Aldous Huxley accurately predicted our future? With a storyteller's genius, he weaves these ethical 
controversies in a compelling narrative that dawns in the year 632 A.F. (After Ford, the deity). When Lenina 
and Bernard visit a savage reservation, we experience how Utopia can destroy humanity. 
 
The Secret Garden  Lexile 500     by Frances Hodgson 
Ten-year-old Mary comes to live in a lonely house on the Yorkshire moors and discovers an invalid cousin and 
the mysteries of a locked garden. 
 
The Adventures of Tom Sawyer Lexile 970    by Mark Twain 
Tom, shrewd and adventurous, makes friends with Huck Finn, and they accidentally witness a murder. 
 
 
 

Summer Independent Reading List: The Classics 
All Grades 

This “Classics” list was complied with all grades at Briarcliff in mind.  The reading range and content 
matter vary.  Therefore, parents are strongly encouraged to review, discuss and decide with their child 
what titles would be best.  If you choose to read a title off this list, it will count as “one on this list” 
expectation. 

 



The Grapes of Wrath  Lexile 680     by John Stienbeck 
The Joad family, Okie farmers forced from their dustbowl home during the Depression, try to find work as 
migrant fruitpickers in California. 
 
Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland  Lexile 940   by Lewis Carroll 
When a young girl falls down a rabbit hole, she discovers a strange and interesting world with fantastical, mad 
characters as she tries to find her way back home. 
 
The Little Prince Lexile 710      by Antoine de Saint-Exupéry 
An aviator whose plane is forced down in the Sahara Desert encounters a little prince from a small planet who 
relates his adventures in seeking the secret of what is important in life. 
 
1984   Lexile 1090      by George Orwell 
Portrays life in a future time when a totalitarian government watches over all citizens and directs all activities. 
 
Jane Eyre  Lexile 770      by Charlotte Bronte 
In early nineteenth-century England, an orphaned young woman accepts employment as a governess and soon 
finds herself in love with her employer who has a terrible secret. 
 
Charlotte’s Web Lexile 680      by E.B. White 
The story of Wilbur, the pig, smallest of the litter, who is raised by the farmer's daughter, and who finds a friend 
in Charlotte, the spider. 
 
The Hitchhikers Guide to the Galaxy Lexile 1000   by Douglas Adams 
Chronicles the off-beat and occasionally extraterrestrial journeys, notions, and acquaintances of galactic traveler 
Arthur Dent. 
 
Where the Sidewalk Ends  Lexile NA    by Shel Silverstein 
A boy who turns into a TV set and a girl who eats a whale are only two of the characters in a collection of 
humorous poetry illustrated with the author's own drawings. 
 
A Tree Grows in Brooklyn  Lexile 810    by Betty Smith 
A young girl in a shabby neighborhood lives with dreams in an innocent time before the war. 
 
Uncle Tom’s Cabin   Lexile 660    by Harriet Beecher Stowe 
Uncle Tom's master sells him, separating him from his wife, and he becomes attached to the gentle daughter of 
his new owner, but after her death, he is sold to the evil Simon Legree. 
 
And Then There Were None  Lexile     by Agatha Christie 
Ten . . . Ten strangers are lured to an isolated island mansion off the Devon coast by a mysterious "U. N. Owen. 

Nine . . . At dinner a recorded message accuses each of them in turn of having a guilty secret, and by the end of 
the night one of the guests is dead. 

Gulliver’s Travels  Lexile 1300     by Jonathan Swift 
Gullible ship's doctor Lemuel Gulliver experiences extraordinary travels, in which he goes through a series of 
apparently child-like fantasy worlds of tiny people and giants, floating islands and talking horses. 
 
The Time Machine   Lexile 350     by H.G. Wells 
A classic novel of the future follows the Time Traveller as he hurtles one million years into the future and 
encounters a world populated by two distinct races, the childlike Eloi and the disgusting Morlocks who prey on 
the Eloi. 



The Da Vinci Code   Lexile      by Dan Brown 
A murder in Paris' Louvre Museum and cryptic clues in some of Leonardo da Vinci's most famous paintings 
lead to the discovery of a religious mystery. For 2,000 years a secret society closely guards information that -- 
should it come to light -- could rock the very foundations of Christianity. 
 
The Complete Maus  Lexile NP     by Art Spiegelman 
a graphic novel by American cartoonist Art Spiegelman, serialized from 1980 to 1991. It depicts Spiegelman 
interviewing his father about his experiences as a Polish Jew and Holocaust survivor.  
 
The Hounds of the Baskervilles Lexile 980    by Arthur Conan Doyle 
At Baskerville Hall on the grim moors of Devonshire, a legendary curse has apparently claimed one more 
victim. Sir Charles Baskerville has been found dead. There are no signs of violence, but his face is hideously 
distorted with terror. 
 
Holes   Lexile 660      by Louis Sachar 
As further evidence of his family's bad fortune which they attribute to a curse on a distant relative, Stanley 
Yelnats is sent to a hellish correctional camp in the Texas desert where he finds his first real friend, a treasure, 
and a new sense of himself. 
 
A Brief History of Time Lexile 1290     by Stephen Hawking 
A landmark volume in science writing by one of the great minds of our time, Stephen Hawking’s book explores 
such profound questions as: How did the universe begin—and what made its start possible? Does time always 
flow forward? Is the universe unending—or are there boundaries? Are there other dimensions in space? What 
will happen when it all ends? 
 
Tales of the Greek Heroes   Lexile: 1190     by Roger Lancelyn Green 
The mysterious and exciting legends of the gods and heroes in Ancient Greece, from the adventures of Perseus, 
the labours of Heracles, the voyage of Jason and the Argonauts, to Odysseus and the Trojan wars.  
 
The Wizard of OZ    Lexile: 730     by L. Frank Baum 
After a cyclone transports her to the land of Oz, Dorothy and her dog Toto are befriended by a scarecrow, a tin 
man, and a lion, who accompany her to the Emerald City to look for a wizard who can help her return home to 
Kansas. 
 
Peter Pan  Lexile: 1040      by J.M. Barrie 
The Darling children have adventures in Never-Never Land with Peter Pan, the boy who would not grow up. 
 
The Wind in the Willows Lexile: 1140     by Kenneth Grahame 
The escapades of four animal friends who live along a river in the English countryside--Toad, Mole, Rat, and 
Badger. 
 
Black Beauty   Lexile: 760      by Anna Sewell 
Originally published in 1877, this classic story, told from the animal's perspective, captures the struggles and 
triumphs of this magnificent creature from his early days as a free colt to an owned creature poorly treated by 
evil men. 
 
Johnny Tremain Lexile: 840      by Esther Forbes 
Fourteen-year-old Johnny Tremain, an apprentice silversmith with a bright future ahead of him, injures his hand 
in a tragic accident, forcing him to look for other work. In his new job as a horse-boy, riding for the patriotic 
newspaper, The Boston Observer, and as a messenger for the Sons of Liberty. 
 
 



Little Women  Lexile: 1300      by Louisa May Alcott  
Chronicles the joys and sorrows of the four March sisters as they grow into young women in nineteenth-century 
New England. 
 
The Jungle Book Lexile: 1020      by Rudyard Kipling 
Shares the author's famous jungle stories, including feral child Mowgli's brave fight against Shere Khan and 
how the mongoose Rikki-Tikki-Tavi protected a British family from cobras. 
 
Treasure Island Lexile: 760      by Robert Lewis Stevenson 
While going through the possessions of a deceased guest who owed them money, the mistress of the inn and her 
son find a treasure map that leads them to a notorious pirate's fortune. 
 
The Hobbit  Lexile: 1000      by J.R.R. Tolkien 
Bilbo Baggins, a respectable, well-to-do hobbit, lives comfortably in his hobbit-hole until the day the wandering 
wizard Gandalf chooses him to take part in an adventure from which he may never return. 
 
Around the World in 80 Days Lexile: 1070    by Jules Verne 
On a wager, the eccentric English gentleman Phileas Fogg accepts a challenge to circle the globe in eighty days. 
Follow Phileas and his faithful valet Passepartout, in this classic fantastic adventure. 
 
Journey to the Center of the Earth Lexile: 1040    by Jules Verne 
Professor Hardwigg, his nephew Harry, and their guide Hans explore a volcanic crater in Iceland that leads 
them to the center of the Earth and to incredible and horrifying discoveries. 
 
Robinson Crusoe  Lexile: 1220     by Daniel Defoe 
The tale of Englishman Robinson Crusoe, who, after becoming the sole survivor of a 1659 shipwreck, lives on a 
deserted island for more than twenty-eight years. 
 
20,000 Leagues Under the Sea Lexile: 890    by Jules Verne 
Retells the adventures of a French professor and his two companions as they sail above and below the world's 
oceans as prisoners on the fabulous electric submarine of the deranged Captain Nemo. 
 
War of the Worlds  Lexile 1160     by H.G. Wells 
The ultimate tale of Earth's invasion, written by one of the fathers of the science fiction genre. They came from 
a depleted, dying planet. Their target: the riches of a moist, green Earth. With horrifyingly advanced machines 
of destruction, they began their inexorable conquest. The war for Earth seemed destined to be ... but was it? 
 


